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334	(ISRAEL, LAND OF). Holy Places. Multicolor gouache on thick 
paper. Expertly repaired on verso. 18 x 25 1/2 inches. [Cf. Israel Museum 
catalogue, Omanuth ve-Umanuth be-Eretz Israel, p. 90, pl. 62; Zev 
Vilnay, The Holy Land in Old Prints and Maps, p.137 (fig. 230), and p. 
247 (fig.500)].

circa 1870. $5000-7000

 In this highly stylized and impressionistic portrayal of 
traditional sacred Jewish burial places in the Land of Israel, the 
numerous sepulchres collapse into neat rows - regardless of vast 
geographic differences. Thus, in this artistic collage we have 
the Temple Mount and Western Wall in Jerusalem at top center, 
flanked on the left by the Tomb of Rachel (actually south of 
Jerusalem in Bethlehem). The row directly below at left, contains 
the tombs of the Patriarchs and Matriarchs (actually further south 
in Hebron). The next row down, we have a depiction of the tomb 
of R. Shimon ben Yochai in Meron; a row lower, the city of Tzfat; 
and in the bottomost row, the city of Tiberias. (Geographically, 
Meron and Safed in the Upper Galilee, and Tiberias, are all north 
of Jerusalem.) The architecture is Ottoman, the crescent moons 
on several of the buildings betray Islamic influence.

This genre of tableau was quite popular in the 18th-century. 
Many of the texts described by Shoshanna Halevy in her 
bibliography of books printed in Jerusalem have such stylized 
depictions of the holy places as frontispieces.

[see illustration top right]

335	(KABBALAH). Cordovero, Moses. Pardess Rimonim [“Orchard of 
Pomegranates:” Code of Cordoveran Kabbalah]. On f.28r. floral and 
bird design in red and brown watercolor. Broad margins. The inscription 
on the title gives the manuscript’s date as “2,176” [le-minyan shetaroth] 
or 1865 c.e. ff. (6), 156. First and final two leaves laid to size. Foxed, marginal 
stains. Contemporary blind-tooled calf, bottom missing and rebacked. Folio.

San’a (Yemen), 1865. $1500-2000

 A most attractively penned manuscript. After the completion of 
the text of Pardess Rimonim, as an afterthought, there appears a 
page of mystical intentions, entitled “Kavanoth Koleloth”

In a sense, RaMa”K (R. Moses Cordovero) [1522-1570] did 
for Kabbalah what Maimonides did for Halacha: He provided a 
systematic code. However upon Cordovero’s death, his carefully 
constructed system of Kabbalah, would be left behind by the new 
revolutionary Lurianic Kabbalah of his younger contemporary in 
Safed, AR”I (R. Isaac Luria). See G. Scholem, Kabbalah (1974), 
pp. 401-404.

[see illustration bottom right]

336	LILIENBAUM, MOSHE LEIB. Autograph Letter Signed to Rabbi 
Naphtali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin: A report of the Chovevei Zion movement’s 
activities to the “counseling members.” The letter contains references to 
Drs. Pinsker, Pines, Erlanger and the Jewish settlements. According to the 
report, there was no feed for the cattle of the Colony of Gederah. pp. 2.

(Odessa), 11th Elul, 1887. $400-500

 Lilienblum (1843-1910) was originally one of the leaders of the 
Haskalah movement and a proponent of religious reform, later in 
life he became a leader of the Chovevei Zion movement alongside 
Rabbi Naphtali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin (Netzi”v) (1817-1893), Rosh 
Yeshiva of Volozhin.

Lot 334

Lot 335
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337	MEIR, GOLDA. (1898-1978. Fourth Prime Minister of the State of Israel). Eleven Autograph Postcards Signed. All written to her friend, 
Regena Hamburger. Signed affectionately “Goldie,” or “Gogo,” this unique set of postcards depicts a rare personal glimpse into Golda Meir’s 
early life. Eleven postcards from Golda Mabovitch/Meir to Regena Hamburger:

Lot 337

1. Sept. 12, 1914 (Denver) - “Happy Birthday”
2. Nov. 15, 1915 (Milwaukee) - “Morris has come!”
3. Jan. 1. 1916 (Milwaukee) - “Happy New Year”
4. Jul. 12, 1916 (Milwaukee) - “This is just to say that I am lazy”
5. Jul. 2, 1918 (Milwaukee) - “Busy with the ‘drive’”
6. Jul. 16, 1918 (Milwaukee) - “Coming to Chicago”

7. Jul. 22, 1918 (Chicago) - “I have arrived”
8. Oct. 3, 1918 (Milwaukee) - “Busy with the ball”
9. Oct. 19, [1918?] (Milwaukee) - “I have the flu”
10. Dec. 6, 1918 (Milwaukee) - “Glad to hear you’re better; 

hope to see you soon”
11. Dec. 24, 1918 (Philadelphia) - American Jewish Congress.

Denver, Milwaukee, Chicago, Philadelphia, 1914-1918. $5000-7000

 A collection of uncommonly early correspondence from Golda Meir’s youth in America.
Golda Meir was born Golda Mabovitchin in Kiev, Russian (today Ukraine). Aged eight she left with her family for the United States 

where they settled in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
In Golda Meir’s autobiography “My Life” (1975), the future Prime Minister of the State of Israel describes her close friendship with a 

fellow schoolmate in Milwaukee, Regena Hamberger (see p. 33), the recipient of these postcards
Included is a card presenting a brief snapshot of the first American Jewish Congress in Philadelphia in 1918, where, Golda writes later, 

“my political career actually began.” (My Life, p. 67). Golda writes exuberantly here to her friend, describing the atmosphere at the 
Congress as “the most wonderful thing imaginable.” 

In another, more personal card from 1915, she writes with great excitement that the arrival of the man who she would marry two years 
later, Morris Meyerson, has made her “the happiest person alive.” The marriage of the Meyersons (later shortened to Meir) was at first 
harmonious and they left together for Palestine in 1921. However subsequently, due to Golda’s passionate involvement in the Zionist 
movement she found herself facing a “conflict between my duty [her family] and my innermost desires [working for the Zionist cause].” (p. 
98) This early postcard, however, shows the shy excitement of Golda’s youth and love, before she had to think about sacrificing individual 
happiness for a greater good.

Two postcards from 1918 show how involved Golda was in her community even in her early years, working on a “drive” that was keeping 
her very busy, as well as a ball “for our shule.”

In the Introduction to “My Life,” Golda writes, “I have never kept diaries, nor have I ever been a writer of letters.” Thus, this small group 
of postcards are truly a rarity, allowing a unique view into the personal life of this extraordinary stateswoman.

[see illustration above]
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338	(PAPERCUT). (Omer Calendar). Watercolor 
on papercut. Vivid hues. Traditional Jewish 
motifs of eagles, lions and seven-branched 
candelabrum. At bottom, cartouche reads in 
German and Hebrew: “Breslau 1876, Ya’akov 
Benyamin Brandeis.” In lower right hand corner, 
bookplate: “Jakob B. Brandeis, Buchhandlung, 
Breslau, Carlsstrasse Nr. 30”. Some marginal 
fraying. 18 x 25 1/2 inches (actual image). Not 
examined out of frame.

Breslau, 1876. $10,000-15,000

 Jacob Benjamin Brandeis was a member 
of the distinguished Brandeis Family 
of Prague. He married the daughter of 
Pasheles Wolf (1814-1857), founder of S. 
Pasheles & Sons of Prague, the first Jewish 
Antiquariat. Brandeis opened a branch 
of the firm in Breslau in 1849, “Judische 
Universale Bibliotheque.” 

Cf. J. and Y. Shadur, Jewish Papercuts: A 
History and Guide (1994), pp. 53-4.

Provenance: Sotheby’s Tel-Aviv, April 
1993, Lot 104.

[see illustration right]

339	MENDELSSOHN, FELIX BARTHOLDY. 
Autograph Letter Signed in German. 2 pages.

(London), 16th May, 1844. $500-700

 Grandson of the German-Jewish 
philosopher Moses Mendelssohn and son 
of the banker Abraham Mendelssohn 
and Leah Salomon, the composer Felix 
Mendelssohn (1809-1847) was baptized by 
his parents as a child. His father preferred 
his son not call himself “Mendelssohn,” 
for he felt an inherent contradiction in a 
Christian Mendelssohn, demanding that 
his son instead go by the assumed name 
“Bartholdy.” However, Felix insisted on 
calling himself “Mendelssohn Bartholdy,” 
as attested to in our letter. This personal 
communication is datelined “4 Hobart 
Place.” The composer made several journeys 
to England, where his music was extremely 
popular. See EJ, Vol. XI, cols. 1326-7.

340	MOHILEVER, SAMUEL. (Rabbi of Bialystok, founder of Chovevei Zion, 1824-1898). Autograph Letter Signed to Rabbi Chaim Joseph Jaffe, 
concerning Chovevei Zion activity, financial issues and matters concerning the activities of Chavkin in the Land of Israel. One page.

(Bialystok), 21st Mar-Cheshvan, 1891. $300-500

 Mohilever was considered one of the great rabbis of Russia, being an active leader of Jewish affairs and an outstanding student of the 
Volozhin Yeshiva. See EJ, Vol. XII, cols. 217-219; Leo Jung (ed.), Men of the Spirit (1964), pp. 415-36.

341	NORDAU, MAX. (1849 -1923. Co-founder of the World Zionist Organization). Autograph Letter Signed, in German, inviting a colleague to 
meet. Violet ink on paper with stamped letterhead “8, Rue Léonie.” pp. (1), (3 integral blanks).

Paris, 1903. $100-150
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342	MORTEIRA, SAUL HALEVI. Providencia de Dios con Israel. Verdad de la Ley de Mosseh, y Nulidad de las Demas Leyes. Por el Doctissimo 
Senor, H.H.R. Saul Levi Morteyra [“The Providence of God with Israel, the Truth of the Law of Moses, and the Insignificance of Other Laws. 
By Doctor of the Law, Rabbi Saul Levi Morteira].

An exceptionally handsome manuscript, written with utter fluency in a very fine calligraphic hand, by Abraham Machorro of 
Amsterdam, 1705. 

Title page within exquisite floriated surround. At bottom: “Empecado en primero Abril, y acabado en 1 Seter. 1705” [Begun the first of 
April, and completed the first of September 1705], and in Latin, “Jahacob Uziel Cardozo, Fecit 1705” [Jacob Uziel Cardozo, done 1705]. 
Broad margins. On p.107 smattering of Hebrew. 

Marbled endpapers. Most impressive contemporary blind-tooled crushed red morocco over wooden boards, spine in compartments, gilt 
extra. Later heavy clasps. pp. (16), 413. Brown ink on thicker paper. Slightly foxed. Sm. folio. [H.P. Salomon ed., Saul Levi Mortera, Tratado da Verdade 
da Lei de Moisés (1988), Bibliografia, pp. XIX-XX (our manuscript unlisted); Kayserling, pp. 74-75; J. Rosenthal, “Anti-Christian Polemics,” 
Aresheth II, no. 185].

Amsterdam, 1705. $10,000-15,000

 A Regal Manuscript of Rabbi Saul Morteira’s Magnum Opus: “Treatise on the Truth of the Law of Moses.”

Saul Levi Morteira (ca.1596-1660) was born in Venice, where he studied under Leone (Judah Aryeh) Modena. He spent five years 
in Paris at the court of Queen Marie de Medici of France, as secretary to the Queen’s personal physician, the Marrano Elijah Montalto. 
In 1616, Morteira accompanied Montalto’s body to Amsterdam for Jewish burial. He would serve as the Rabbi of Amsterdam’s Spanish-
Portuguese community for the next forty-five years. Morteira’s most celebrated student was the philosopher Benedict Spinoza, whom he 
would later excommunicate for his heretical views. 

In 1645, disciples published a collection of Morteira’s sermons under the title Giv’ath Sha’ul, containing an outline of 550 sermons. 
According to the introduction, his sermons by that year totaled 1400 - an average of 50 sermons per year.

The present text, Providencia de Dios con Israel [The Providence of God with Israel], was produced in the last year of Morteira’s life. 
Consisting of 71 chapters, it falls roughly into two parts. Initially, Morteira sets out to trace the Divine Providence and numerous miracles 
that have allowed the Jewish People to survive through the ages, the work then offers a critique to Christianity. 

Of historical importance, the work contains an account of the events that befell the Jews who managed to escape from Brazil to New Netherlands, 
when Recife (Pernambuco), the last stronghold of the Dutch, fell to the Portuguese in January 1654. Twenty-three of these refugees from Recife, 
who arrived in New Amsterdam (today New York) in September of that year, aboard the French privateer St. Catherine, formed the nucleus of the 
Jewish community of New Amsterdam, over the protests of the Governor Peter Stuyvesant. We read in Chapter 11 of this manuscript: 

“The last years, Blessed God demonstrated His immense providence with revealed miracles to us. Touching to the soul, it is notorious 
what succeeded when Brazil was [re]taken by the Portuguese, enemies of the Judaic name, and in particular of those forced to become 
Christians [i.e. Marranos], accustomed to cruel autos da fé...The Portuguese army was composed of Negro, Mulatto and Mamluke soldiers 
- poor, hungry, barefoot, and desirous of bettering their fortune with the substance of a nation odious to them. The Almighty King, with 
His infinite power, saved His people from such eminent danger, imbuing the spirit of the Governor Barreto with such pretexts that he 
commanded upon grave penalties that no one touch or molest any person of the Hebrew nation. Not only this, he also consented that they 
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- more than six hundred persons - sell off their merchandise and embark for Holland. As there were lacking Dutch vessels, he gave them 
Portuguese vessels. They embarked in sixteen boats, entirely free. The Lord saved them from all - for when one of these ships was seized by 
the Spaniards, who would have conveyed the poor Jews to the Inquisition, the Lord presented them with a French ship, which took them 
back, and brought them providentially to Florida (or New Netherlands), from where they went in peace to Holland. Enough to say: All 
arrived well. The Lord spared their souls and their consciences from the cruel hand” (pp. 30-31). 

Concerning the flight of the Jews from Brazil to New Netherlands, see M. Saperstein, Exile in Amsterdam, p. 103; JE, Vol. III, pp. 359-
361; Vol. IX, p. 259; EJ, Vol. IV, col. 1324; Vol. XII, col. 1062; P. Bernardini and N. Fiering (eds.), The Jews and the Expansion of Europe to 
the West (2001), p. 377.

The remainder of the manuscript subjects Christianity to rigorous criticism, from the New Testament right up to contemporary 
Calvinism. In the words of Prof. Herman Prins Salomon: “It is the most extensive and comprehensive work produced before 1659 by a 
Jewish author about all forms of Christian dogma; the first critical analysis of the New Testament in a vernacular.” In fact, several chapters 
attack the doctrine of John Calvin. In the final chapters of the book, Morteira argues that it would be better for non-Jews to adopt the Seven 
Laws of Noah, rather than Calvinism. 

Due to these anti-Calvinist passages, it is understandable why Protestant Holland was not a suitable place to publish the manuscript. 
Though this work, along with several others of Morteira, remained unpublished until recent times, the very fact that it circulated widely in 
manuscript bespeaks the fact that it exerted a profound influence upon Sephardic thought.

In 1988, a facsimile edition of Morteira’s autograph copy preserved in the Ets Haim Library, Amsterdam, was issued by the University of 
Coimbra, Portugal, with introduction and commentary by H.P. Salomon: Tratado da Verdade da Lei de Moisés - Escrito pelo seu próprio 
punho em portugues em Amesterdao 1659-1660. In that same year, Prof. Salomon made available a Dutch translation, Traktaat betreffende 
de waarheid van de wet van Mozes (Braga, Portugal 1988). Morteira wrote the original in Portuguese. Chacham Moses Raphael de Aguilar 
translated the work into Spanish under the title, Providencia de Dios con Israel, Verdad de la Ley de Moseh, y Nulidad de las Demas Leyes. 

Between the years 1662-1664, five manuscript copies were produced by the expert calligrapher Luis Nunes Dovale (“Jehudah 
Machabeu”).

See Marc Saperstein, Jewish Preaching 1200-1800 (1989), pp. 270-271; idem, Exile in Amsterdam: Saul Levi Morteira’s Sermons to a 
Congregation of “New Jews” (2005); H. Liberman, “Sepher Giv’ath Sha’ul,” Sinai 37(1973):389-93; idem, Ohel Rachel, Vol. I (1980), pp. 
304-309; EJ, Vol. XII, col. 355.

The scribe, Abraham Machorro was highly praised by Daniel De Barrios as one skilled equally in the use of the flute and the pen. He was 
a member of the Amsterdam society Temimei Derech. See JE, Vol. VIII, p. 247.

[see illustration above and left]
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343	(POLAND). El Harei Hamor Givoth HaLevonah [“To the ‘High Moutains’ (i.e communal leaders)...An Appeal for Funds for the Jewish 
community of Lublin.]. Manuscript on paper. Two leaves in a magnificent calligraphic Aschkenaic scribal hand. Salutatory paragraph and 
panel on verso are addressed in a general manner to Jewish communal leaders and Rabbis. Another panel on the verso is addressed to Aaron 
Abrahams Beer. Previous owner’s stamp. 8.5 x 13 inches.

(Lublin), 1708-1710. $3000-5000

 Important manuscript pertaining to the communal history of Lublin. In flowery language, the first page of the document details 
the trials and tribulations of the Lublin community due to the travails of war, heavy taxes, deteriorating economic conditions and the 
fact that a number of communal leaders were falsely arrested. Two esteemed emissaries were sent to visit Jewish communities abroad, 
in order to raise funds to liberate the community in Lublin from its strife: Rabbi Faivush b. Yoseph, the Rabbi of Shidlovtza and R. 
Leib b. Yaakov, former Rabbi in Nikolsburg. The second page contains letters of support attesting to the sad situation (written in the 
same scribal hand) from: R. Gavriel b. Mahril (Eskeles) of Cracow, Rabbi of Nikolsburg; R. Naftali HaKohen of Frankfurt (author of 
Semichath Chachamim); and R. Tzvi Hirsch b. Yaakov, Rabbi of Amsterdam (author of Chacham Tzvi). 

R. Gavriel Eskeles’ responsa are cited in Teshuvoth Panim Meiroth and a letter from him to the Chacham Tzvi accusing the controversial 
Nechemia Chiya Chayun of forging his signature and approbation to Chayun’s works was published in Amsterdam, 1714.

[see illustration above]

344	PERLOW, SHALOM ALTER. (The Koidanover Rebbe. 1904-1943). Autograph Letter Signed (also signed by his mother, Rivka Henya 
Perlow). Addressed to a Chassid residing in America and discusses the writer’s impending marriage to the daughter of a chassidic Rebbe in 
Lodz as well as the marital prospects of his sister. Contains details concerning the economic hardships experienced in Poland and encourages 
the recipient to arrange for a monthly stipend to be sent to Baranovitch from Koidanover Chassidim in America. On letterhead of the writer’s 
father, Nechemia ben R. Aaron Perlow of Koidanov-Baranovitch.

Baranovitch, “Chaim Osher VeKavod” (i.e. 1928). $400-600

 See Baranovitch Sepher Zikaron, p. 248; Eileh Ezkerah, Vol. 5, pp. 239-43; H. Rabinowicz, Encyclopedia of Chassidism, p. 366; W. Z. 
Rabinowitsch, Lithuanian Hasidism, pp. 161-69.

Lot 343
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345	(RAPP, MOSHE). Tur Yoreh Deah. Many signatures and 
inscriptions of previous owners on the title and front flyleaves, 
including the communal leader Feivschiff Katz and his son-in-law, 
R. David, son of “the Great Dayan Rabbi Moshe Rapp (Homburg) 
may his light shine.” Eleven leaves interleaved with important 
manuscript comments in the name of Rabbi Moshe Rapp, written 
in a clear Ashkenazic script in the hand of his son R. David Rapp. 
pp. 301, 8. Modern gilt-stamped morrocco. Folio. [Vinograd Berlin 32].

Berlin, Zev Wolf ben Hagaon Zalman Mirles, 1702. $3000-4000

 Rabbi Moshe Rapp (d. 1762) was one of the great German 
rabbis of the 18th-century. R. Jonathan Eybeschuetz in his 
eulogy (published in Ya’aroth Devash) calls him “Zekan 
ha-dor, muvhak ba-Torah, mamash lo hiniach kemotho be-chol 
geliloth Ashkenaz” (“the elder of the generation, excellent 
in Torah, who left no one of his stature in all the states of 
Germany”). R. Moshe Rapp served as Supreme Head of the 
Frankfurt Beth Din during the tenure of R. Jacob Joshua Falk 
as well as Chief Rabbi of Frankfurt, 1741-51. 

The learned manuscript notes contained in this volume are 
written in the hand of R. Moshe’s son, R. David (later Rabbi of Lot 345

Markbreit) and were composed in his father’s life-time. Most of the comments, written with great erudition and depth, are direct quotes of 
his father’s analysis: “My father the Gaon asked...my father the Gaon answered...” Occasionally the son provides his own novellae.

[see illustration right]

346	RAWNITZKI, YEHOSHUA CHANA. Papers and memorabilia of Yehoshua Hana Rawnitzki (1859-1944), Israeli literary figure. 
Collection of approx. 750 papers including: Typescript and printer’s proofs of Sepher ha-Agadah with author’s corrections in pen. * 

Anonymous English translation of Introduction to The Book of Agadah and pp. 2-16 of text. * Notes for his collection of poems by medieval 
Spanish poet Solomon ibn Gabirol (published 1927/8). (Includes old photostats of ancient mss.). * Early manuscripts from Rawnitzki’s days 
in Odessa. * Papers of Va’ad ha-Lashon [Committee of the Hebrew Language], of which Rawnitzki was an active member. * Business letters 
on letterhead of Dvir Publishing House, Tel-Aviv . * Articles by Rawnitzki that appeared in various newspapers (newspaper clippings). * Family 
papers (most notably, son Eliyahu, who succeeded his father in Dvir Publishing House, et al).

Texts in English, Hebrew and Yiddish. Housed in his personal suit-case.
$3000-5000

 ARCHIVE OF ONE OF THE PIONEERS OF MODERN HEBREW LITERATURE

Rawnitzki (1859-1955) a native of Odessa, exerted significant influence on the development of Modern Hebrew literature, both as a 
writer and as a publisher. He is most famous for his popular Sepher ha-Agadah (1908-1911), a collection of the tales of the Rabbis, written 
in collaboration with the poet H.N. Bialik. Rawnitzki established two Hebrew publishing houses, the first, Moriah in Odessa (1901), the 
second, Dvir in Tel Aviv (1921). In both endeavors, his lifelong friend Bialik was an active partner. (See EJ, Vol. XIII, cols. 1588-9).

In the present notes for his work on ibn Gabirol, we see how resourceful Rawnitzki was in tracking down poems attributed to ibn Gabirol 
in manuscripts scattered around the world. Besides scouring libraries, he mentions a manuscript he found in the possession of the Karaite 
Chazan of Evpatoria (Gozlava), Crimea, and a Genizah fragment in the possession of the Chief Rabbi of France, Israel Levi. Neither 
was Rawnitzki necessarily daunted by authority Israel Davidson’s judgment in an instance where the manuscript evidence pointed in the 
opposite direction from Davidson’s surmise. The impression one receives from the archive is that Rawnitzki paid meticulous attention to 
the textual variants.

Rawnitzki’s grandson Yonah Yarchi (Rawnitzki) was felled in the Sinai Campaign of 1956; two months later, the soldier’s father Eliyahu 
Rawnitzki (son of Y. H. Rawnitzki) died. The collection includes a pathos-laden letter of condolence from author Yehudah Even-Shmuel 
(Kaufman) to Eliyahu Rawnitzki upon the death of his only son Yonah. One should note that Even Shmuel himself lost his only son in 
the War of Independence in 1948. (Concerning the relation between Even-Shmuel and his lamented son, see the fictionalized account of 
Shraga Kadari, Professor Elkanah ve-Rami Beno [1971]).

An inventory of the papers in this Lot is available upon request.

[see illustration back cover]

347	SAMUEL, HERBERT, SIR. (First High Commissioner to Palestine. 1870-1963). Carte-de-visite. Couteous autograph reply to Nachum 
Sokolow: “[Sir Herbert Samuel] & Lady Samuel heartily reciprocate your good wishes & those of Mrs. Sokolow.”

35 Porchester Terrace W.2, n.d. $100-150
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348	SOFER, MOSES (CHATHAM SOFER). Pinkas 
Mattersdorf.

A commentary to Torah Parshath Eikev, 
Re’eh, Shoftim and Ki Setzei, together with 
commentary to the Haftorahs of Eikev and 
Shoftim. Portions unpublished. Autograph 

Manuscript on paper, six leaves entirely in the 

hand of the Chatham Sofer.

Clear Aschkenazic cursive script in double 
columns. With inscriptions and notes in the 
hand of Joseph Naphtali Stern on the inside of 
the front cover and opening two leaves. With 
a dot superimposed over a dash after many 
paragraphs, a trademark of the Chatham Sofer’s 
writing (see explanation below). Old calf-backed 
boards, with the words Chatham Sofer, M[a]
T[ers]D[orf] on the spine. Housed within 
elaborate mahogany fitted box. 4to.

Mattersdorf, (1799). $150,000-200,000

 THE EARLIEST DATED AGGADIC MANUSCRIPT ON 

TORAH WRITTEN BY THE CHATHAM SOFER.

PROVENANCE:

1. Rabbi Moses Sofer (1762-1839)
2.To his son, R. Shimon Sofer of Cracow 

(Author of Michtav Sofer).
3.To his son, R. Shlomo Alexandri Sofer 

(Author of Chut HaMeshulash and Igroth 
Soferim).

4.To his son-in-law, R. Joseph Naphtali Stern 
(Editor of Derashoth HaChatham Sofer and 
Chatham Sopher Al HaTorah); via his wife Raisele.

Rabbi Moses Sofer (1762-1839) of Mattersdorf and Pressburg was one of the most outstanding 
Rabbinic leaders of the late 18th-early 19th centuries. His responsa, novellae and sermons enjoyed 
unprecedented praise and respect and are to this day assiduously consulted by all Jews universally.

Rabbi Moses Sofer’s qualities of moral character, humanity, humility and justice, alongside his 
profound scholarship and leadership, has created some two centuries later, a deeply venerated aura 
surrounding his personality. Due to his considerable reputation, his legion of descendents (who 
proliferated into Europe’s most prominent Rabbinic families), deem original handwritten material 
by the Chatham Sofer to be imbued with an ineluctable level of holiness that serves as both a source 
of metaphysical protection and of blessing. 

IMPORTANCE OF THIS MATTERSDORF PINKAS:

The aura of holiness noted above is especially true of the first six leaves of the present Mattersdorf 
manuscript which contains many kabbalistic interpretations and citations. Especially noteworthy, 
is his kabbalistic interpretation of the fourteen words contained in the Priestly Blessing and its’ 
connection with the numerical equivalent of God’s name. The Chatham Sofer prefaces this 
interpretation with the remark “Niglah Li” - (it has been revealed to me). A previous owner of this 
manuscript, the Chatham Sofer’s grandson and biographer, R. Shlomo Alexandri Sofer, states in his 
authoritave biography Chut HaMeshulash (f. 27b, first footnote), that family tradition interprets this 
expression “Niglah Li” to mean that it was revealed to the Chatham Sofer by none other than Elijah 
the Prophet. Indeed the Chut HaMeshulash points to this exact passage in the present manuscript as 
a primary inication of this. The Chut HaMeshulash also relates that during this Mattersdorf period, 
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the Chatham Sofer reached such a profound spiritual level that he no longer slept through the night 
and spent all hours studying Torah only whilst standing. 

Also of note-worthy importance, the manuscript (f. 2a, second column, second paragraph and 2b, 
end of first column) cites commentaries in the name of my “Master the Gaon, Rabbi of Frankfurt a/
Main,” (i.e. R.Pinchos Horowiz, author of Hafla’ah).

R. Joseph Naphtali Stern, editor and publisher of many of the Chatham Sofer’s works, writes a 
note pasted on the front cover of the manuscript that this Pinkas Mattersdorf was held in particularly 
high esteem by the Chatham Sofer’s son R. Shimon Sofer, who never let it out of his hands, constantly 
consulting it in order to receive inspiration. Stern also cites the words of R.Mordechai Bannet that 
gazing at the handwriting of the Chatham Sofer is a “segulah” to help the onlooker gain fear of God.

The Chatham Sofer had a habit in his writings (as seen here) of adding a dot superimposed over 
a dash after many paragraphs. In his introduction to Derashoth HaChatham Sofer, Stern cites the 
opinion of a kabbalistic scholar that this was likely based upon the words of the Baal Shem Tov (and 
cited by his grandson in Degel Machaneh Ephraim Parsha Vayechi), that “one of the secrets of the 
Torah is based upon the hidden aspects of Menasheh - the dash and of Ephraim- the dot.”

See Shlomo Alexandri Sofer, Chut Ha-Meshulash (Munkatch, 1894); Joseph Naphtali 
Stern, Derashoth HaChatham Sofer (Klausenberg, 1929) and Chatham Sopher Al Ha-orah 
(introductions).

* Accompanied by an eleven-page study describing the contents and great importance of this 
manuscript.

[see illustration above]
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Lot 349

349	TEITELBAUM, JOEL. (Grand Rabbi of Satmar 1887-1979). Autograph Letter 
Signed, written to the Rebbe’s nephew, also named Joel Teitelbaum. The Rebbe 
praises his nephew here as  “(A man) eminent in Torah and Fear of Heaven, a man 
of grace, with fine character traits.” The Rebbe excuses himself for not writing earlier, 
following which, the Rebbe writes a lengthy blessing “From the depths of my heart...
May you all be rescued from anything untoward and no evil should come close to your 
abode. May you be successful in all your endeavors, both spiritually and economically...
With a complete Redemption amidst Zion and Jerusalem.” One page on personal letter-
head stationery.

Brooklyn, 1(st day) Noach, 1948. $4000-6000

 An extremely warm letter to the Rebbe’s nephew who was residing in 
Jerusalem. The Rebbe’s concerns regarding the Arab terror in the Land 
of Israel and the well-being of the Rebbe’s family living there, is evident 
throughout the letter.

[see illustration left]

350	(TEITELBAUM, JOEL). Two letters addressed to Rabbi Joel Teitelbaum of 
Satmar concerning his appointment as Gaba”d [Gaon Av Beith Din] of the Eidah 
HaChareidith of Jerusalem: 

I. Autograph Letter Signed by Elia N. Porush Glikman on letterhead 
stationery, Sha[a]rei Chesed, dated 8th Menachem Av 1952. Three pages.

II. Typed Letter Signed on letterhead stationery of HaEidah HaChareidith, 
Council of the Aschkenasic Jewish Community Jerusalem, dated 10th 
Menachem Av 1952 Signed by: Elia Nachum Porush-Glikman, Amram Blau and 
Abraham Jochanan Blumenthal. 

Jerusalem, 1952. $10,000-15,000

 AN HISTORIC LETTER REGARDING THE APPOINTMENT OF THE SATMAR REBBE AS CHIEF RABBI OF THE EIDAH HACHAREIDITH OF JERUSALEM.

Rabbi Porush-Glikman’s letter was written just prior to the Satmar Rebbe’s return to America following his visit to Jerusalem. The Rebbe 
is asked to pray for the health of the present Gaba”d, R. Zelig Reuben Bengis (1864-1953), however in the event that Rabbi Bengis will no 
longer be physically capable of acting in the capacity of Gaba”d, permission is requested to announce Rabbi Teitelbaum as the new leader 
of the community.

This heartfelt entreaty by R. Porush-Glickman was followed two days later by the formal correspondence of the Eidah, requesting the 
Satmar Rebbe accept the role of Gaba”d of the Ultra-Orthodox community of Jerusalem. 

The leaders of the community were clearly deeply intent to find an immediate successor, who would combine exceptional level of 
scholarship, essential leadership abilities, together with unswerving devotion to the Community’s anti-Zionist outlook. The Eidah 
beseeched the Satmar Rebbe to move to Jerusalem, meantime praying that the fire of the “Medinah shel Gehinom” (the State of hell [i.e. 
Israel]) would not have further adverse effect on the health of Rabbi Bengis, or indeed of the Rebbe himself. The letter continues: In the 
event the Rebbe remain in America, the Eidah requests permission to announce nonetheless, that the Satmar Rebbe is considered to be the 
imminent replacement of Rabbi Bengis as a “protection against all kinds of evil spirits and plagues that are in the midst of the Eidah.” 

The Eidah HaChareidith, Jerusalem’s separatist Aschkenazic community was established in 1920 as an alternative to the Chief Rabbinate 
of Rabbi Kook. Its first leader was R. Joseph Chaim Sonnenfeld, upon whose death in 1933, the Chuster Rov, R. Joseph Tzvi Duschinsky, an 
outstanding Hungarian Rabbi and Rosh Yeshiva succeeded him. The scholarly Lithuanian Rabbi Bengis, (author of Liflagoth Reuben), 
succeeded Rabbi Duschinsky in 1949. 

(Of interest, the stationary of the Eidah in the present letter records R. Isaac Ze’ev Halevi Soloveitchik as Chief Rabbi of Orthodox Jewry 
in the Holy Land. In the circle of Brisk in Jerusalem, it is vehemently denied that R. “Velvele” Soloveitchik ever agreed to accept such a 
position).

351	YEHUDAH AARON HAKOHEN SACHLI OF JERUSALEM. Autograph Letter Signed to five of the Sephardic communal leaders of 
Amsterdam, including Seniors David Tikshira da Andrade, David da Silva, and Samuel Moses da Costa. Address panel on verso in French. 
Two folio leaves. In a fine clear Sephardic hand in Hebrew. With part of original seal and stamp of former owner.

Bordeaux, 1826. $1000-1500

 Concerns the tactics of a number of people who were besmirching Sachli’s reputation, causing him financial loss and distress. He 
mentions the “Rasha Belais” (apparently Abraham Belais (at that time in London, formerly Chief Rabbi of Nice and Algeria) and 
the “Listim mezuyan” (the armed highway robber) Atias and the malevolent people of Barbaria (the coastal region of North Africa-
Morocco, Algiers, Tunis etc.) who are “liars, drunkards and gluttons” (among other choice epithets). “The gentlemen in Amsterdam 
should rather rely upon the letters received from Jerusalem which testify to Sachli’s scholarship and upright God-fearing character.” 
Sachli writes that he is presently penniless due to medical expenses. 

The writer was a scion of a well known scholarly family in Jerusalem, his grandfather R. Yehudah Hakohen was the author of Batei 
Kehunah. He served as an emissary from Jerusalem to Italy, Morocco, England and France from approximately 1817-1826. Yaari relates that 
in 1817 he was captured by pirates, who stole all of his possessions including his identification papers from Jerusalem. See Yaari, Sheluchei 
Eretz Yisrael, p. 28, 710. On Belais and his actions in London, see A.M. Hyamson, The Sephardim of England (1951) pp. 208-9.
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352	(ANGLO-JUDAICA). Birkhas Kohanim. “Yevarechecha Hashem VeYishmarecha [“The Lord Bless thee and Keep thee...”]
Hebrew with English translation within two cartouches at bottom left and right. At top, hands spread in traditional manner of Priestly 

Benediction (Book of Bamidbar VI:24-26). Multiple typographic designs and imagery. Black-and-white calligraphic engraving of exceptionally 
fine quality. 

Trace foxed and creased. Framed. 22 x 25 inches.
London, June, 5606 (1846). $10,000-15,000

 Issued by Abraham Lyon Krone in London in 1846, this impressive and highly accomplished engraving is quite remarkable, both 
artistically and in terms of religious sensibilty.

Based on its’ iconographic style and in particular, the fact that God’s Hebrew name is not entirely spelt out, this engraving was clearly 
executed by an Orthodox Jew.

No other copy located.
[see illustration above]

— G r a p h i c  a r t  — 

Lot 352
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Lot 353

353	KRESTIN, LAZAR. Chassidic Rabbi at 
Study. Oil on board. Original gilt frame 
within “shadow-box.” 15 x 19 inches.

$15,000-20,000

 Lazar Krestin was born in Kovno 
in 1868. He studied art in Vienna and 
Munich primarily creating landscape 
paintings reflecting the style of the great 
French Impressionists. He also painted 
many portraits and genre scenes of 
European Jewish life. Krestin died in 1938.

[see illustration top left]

354	MANE-KATZ. Young Boy with Torah-
Scroll. Signed. Gouache on paper. 
Framed. Minute nick on extreme margin 
lower right. 20 x 26 inches.

French, 20th century. $10,000-15,000

 Most striking. Executed utilizing 
an exquisite color-palette.

[see illustration bottom righT]

Lot 355 Lot 354
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Lot 356

Lot 357

Lot 358

355	KLEINMAN, ZALMAN. The Sound 
of the Shofar. Acrylic on canvas. Finely 
framed. Approx. 9 x 12 inches.

$5000-7000

 Cover-Art from the celebrated 
Chassidic children’s story.

A most unique Russian-born Jewish 
artist, Zalman Kleinman (1933-1995) was 
a Brooklyn-based Chabad Chassid who 
expressed his Chassidic life-style through 
his art. He was certainly encouraged by 
his revered Rebbe to paint, who wrote: 
“Art adds another dimension of feeling 
to one’s spiritual commitment.”

See The Chassidic Art Institute 
Catalogue, Zalman K leinman: 
Paintings (New York, 2001).

[see illustration bottom left]

356	KOSLOWSKY, NOTTA. Tashlich with 
the Rebbe. Large oil on canvas. 19.5 x 
39.5 inches.
Polish / American, (b. 1906). $5000-7000

[see illustration top right]

357	KRAMSZTYK, ROMAN. View of the 
Medieval Synagogue in Kazimierz, 
Krakow, Poland. Oil on canvas laid down 
onto board. Gilt-frame. 12 x 17 inches.

1885-1942. $5000-7000

 Kramsztyk, a Polish painter of 
Jewish origin, was born in 1885 and 
perished in the Warsaw Ghetto in 
1942. He lived and worked in Paris 
from 1922, - representative of the 
New Classicist movement.

[see illustration middle  right]

358	LAKOS, ALFRED. After the Pogrom. Oil 
on canvas. Framed. 11.5 x 15.5 inches.

Hungarian, 1870-1960. $10,000-15,000

 “A contemporary of Isidor 
Kaufman, Lakos also studied in 
Budapest at the Academy of Art. Later 
he studied in Munich before moving 
on to Paris. There he was influenced 
by the Impressionists, and he became 
one of the few artists to treat classical 
Judaic subjects in what was considered 
at the time an advanced technique. 
His approach to Jewish subjects was 
one of respect and nobility in contrast 
to the almost caricaturist approach of 
his contemporaries. “ (L. Krief). See 
Benezit, Vol. VI p.392

Another version of this pathos-
filled painting was sold by Sotheby’s, 
Judaica, 1996, Lot 231.

[see illustration bottom right]
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359	(POSTER). “Purim at Tel Aviv Port!” Nachum Gutman(?). 25 x 37 
inches. Tel Aviv, circa 1930. $600-900

[see illustration bottom left]

360	(POSTER). Fiddler on the Roof. Vivid multicolor poster for the film 
version of a play adapted from Sholom Aleichem’s Yiddish story “Tevye 
der Milchiger.” Folded. 30 x 40 inches.

Nottingham, 1971. $300-500

[see illustration bottom right]

361	RASKIN, SAUL. Sunrise over Temple Mount in Jerusalem. Etching on 
imitation ivory, colored. Framed. 8 x 10 inches.

American, mid-20th century. $600-900

362	(SINZHEIM, DAVID). “Chef de Grand Sanhedrin, Premiere Grand 
Rabbin et President du Consistoire Central Israelite a Paris.” Distinguished 
half-length engraved portrait, wearing his distinctive peaked fur hat. 
Laid down onto mat with ruled-border added. Small loss on extreme left 
margin, not affecting image. Not examined out of frame. 6 x 9 inches.

Haguenau. $2000-3000

 Based on the Hebrew honorifics, it seems evident that this 
portrait was accomplished while Chief Rabbi was still alive. Not in 
Rubens, Jewish Iconography.

Joseph David Sinzheim (1745-1812) was regarded as the foremost 
French Talmudist of his time and was certainly the most prominent 
member of the Assembly of Notables convened by Napoleon in 1806.

[see illustration top left]

363	RASKIN, SAUL. The Western Wall, Jerusalem. Etching on imitation 
ivory, colored. Framed. 8 x 10 inches.

Americam, mid-20th century. $600-900

[see illustration top right facing page]

364	STRUCK, HERMANN. Seated Rabbi at Prayer. Signed, including place 
and date. Framed. Approx. 6.5 x 9.5 inches.

Marienbad(?), 28/8, 1934. $4000-5000

 Struck seldom worked in watercolor. A most charming image. 

[see illustration bottom left facing page]

Lot 362

Lot 360Lot 357
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Lot 363

Lot 364

Lot 365

365	WACHTEL, WILHELM. Laborers in Palestine. Variously worn, 
upper left portion of canvas torn. 22 x 29 inches.

Haifa, n.d. $2000-3000

 “Wilhelm Wachtel was born in Lvov in 1875. He studied at 
the Academy of Fine Arts in Cracow and then at the Academy 
of Fine Arts in Munich. He travelled throughout Europe as 
well as Palestine, where he settled in 1936. Initially he painted 
symbolic Jewish scenes, portraits, and landscapes, later in a post-
Impressionistic style. He died in the United States in 1942.”

[see illustration below]

366	WACHTEL, WILHELM(?). At the Well. Biblical scene. Worn. 27 x 30 
inches.

$1500-2000

 Although elements of this painting appear to be in the style of 
Wilhelm Wachtel, the woman at left was clearly executed by a far 
less profficient artist.

[see illustration bottom right]

Lot 366
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367	WACHTEL, WILHELM(?) Chanukah Candles. Worn. 
20 x 24 inches.

$1500-2500

 Although unsigned, the style indicates that this 
painting is very likely to have been executed by 
Wachtel.

A most original juxtaposition of the military 
heroism of the Macabees alongside what appears to 
be an Israeli family acknowledging the bravery of the 
modern defenders of contemporary Israel.

[see illustration above]

Lot 367

—  End of Sale  — 



—  Absentee Bid Form  —

KESTENBAUM & COMPANY 
12 West 27th Street 
New York, NY 10001 
Tel: 212 366-1197 • Fax: 212 366-1368

I desire to place the following bid(s) toward Kestenbaum & Company Auction Sale Number Thirty Nine, Fine Judaica, to be held April 3rd, 2008. 
These bids are made subject to the Conditions of Sale and Advice to Prospective Purchasers printed in the catalogue. I understand that if my 
bid is successful a premium of 18% will be added to the hammer price.

Name:

Address:

Telephone Number:

Signature:

	L ot Number	F irst Word	 $Bid (Excluding Premium)

 �In order to avoid delays buyers are advised to make arrangements before the sale for payment. If such arrangements 
are not made, checks will be cleared before purchases are released.

 �Trade reference or 25% deposit required if bidder is not known to Kestenbaum & Company.
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—  Conditions of Sale  —

Property is offered for sale by Kestenbaum & Company as agent for the Consignor. 
By bidding at auction, the buyer agrees to be bound by these conditions of sale.

1. �All property is sold “as is,” and any representation or statement in the auction cat-
alogue or elsewhere as to authorship, attribution, origin, date, age, provenance, 
condition or estimated selling price is a statement of opinion only. All interested 
parties should exercise their own judgement as to such matters, Kestenbaum & 
Company shall not bear responsibility for the correctness of such opinions.

2. �Notwithstanding the previous condition, property may be returned by the pur-
chaser should such property prove to be defective, incomplete or not genuine 
(provided such defects are not indicated in the catalogue or at the sale). Written 
notice of the cause for return must be received by Kestenbaum & Company with-
in fourteen (14) days from the date of the sale of the property, and the property 
must be returned to Kestenbaum & Company in the same condition as it was at 
the time of sale. Any lot containing three or more items will be sold “as is” and is 
not subject to return.

3. �The highest bidder acknowledged by the Auctioneer shall be the buyer. The 
Auctioneer has the right to reject any bid and to advance the bidding at his abso-
lute discretion and, in the event of any dispute between bidders, to determine the 
successful bidder or to reoffer and resell the article in dispute. Should there be 
any dispute after the sale, the Auctioneer’s record of final sale shall be conclusive. 
On the fall of the Auctioneer’s hammer, title to the offered lot shall pass to the 
buyer, who shall forthwith assume full risk and responsibility for the lot and may 
be required to sign confirmation of purchase, supply his/her name and address 
and pay the full purchase price or any part thereof. If the buyer fails to comply 
with any such requirement, the lot may at the Auctioneer’s discretion, be put up 
again and sold.

4. �Kestenbaum & Company reserves the absolute right to withdraw any property at 
any time before its actual final sale.

5. �All lots in this catalogue are subject to a reserve, which is the confidential mini-
mum price acceptable to the Consignor. No reserve will exceed the low presale 
estimate stated in the catalogue.

6. �The purchase price paid by the purchaser shall be the sum of the final bid and 
a buyer’s premium of 18% of the first $100,000 of the final bid on each lot, and 
12% of the final bid price above $100,000, plus all applicable sales tax.

7. �All property must be paid for and removed from our premises by the purchaser 
at his expense not later than ten days following its sale. If not so removed, storage 
charges may be charged of $5.00 per lot per day. In addition, a late charge of 11⁄2% 
per month of the total purchase price may be imposed if payment is not made.

8. �Kestenbaum & Company accepts no responsibility for errors relating to the exe-
cution of commission bids.

9. �Kestenbaum & Company is not responsible for unsold lots left on our premises 90 
days from their date of sale.



—  Advice to Prospective Purchasers  —

1.  �Prospective purchasers are encouraged to inspect property prior to the 
sale. We would be pleased to answer all queries and describe items in 
greater detail.

2.  �Those unable to attend the sale, Kestenbaum & Company will execute 
bids on the buyer’s behalf with care and discretion at the lowest pos-
sible price as allowed by other bids and any reserves. Commission bids 
must be received no less than two hours before the auction commenc-
es. Successful bidder will be notified and invoiced following the sale.

3.  �Bidding may also be placed via telephone. The number of telephone 
bidding lines is limited, therefore all such arrangements must be made 
24 hours before the sale commences.

4.  �In order to avoid delays, buyers are advised to make arrangements 
before the sale for payment. If such arrangements are not made, checks 
will be cleared before purchases are released. Invoice details cannot be 
changed once issued.

5.  �We have made arrangements with an independent shipping company 
to provide service. Please inquire should this be required.

6.  �We are not responsible for purchases left on our premises 90 days from 
their date of sale

  

Kestenbaum & Company undertakes Collection Appraisals for  
insurance, estate tax, charitable and other purposes. Relevant fees will  

be refunded should items be subsequently consigned for sale.

    

We are currently accepting consignments for future 
auctions. Terms are highly attractive and payment timely. 

To discuss a consignment, please contact:

Daniel E. Kestenbaum 
Tel: 212 366-1197 • Fax: 212-366-1368



June, 2008

Fall, 2008

— Sale dates subject to change —

Detailed illustrated Catalogues are available  
approximately 3 weeks prior to each sale and may be purchased  

individually or at a special subscription rate.
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